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CISD 86th Legislative Priorities Talking Points  
 
School Funding 
We support legislation that provides adequate and equitable funding for all public schools and 
revamps the state’s recapture (Robin Hood) program. 
 
Coppell ISD believes: 

● School funding should be more simple and transparent to taxpayers; 
● State school funding should be restored to pre- recession (2011) levels, as has happened 

with other state agencies; 
● Suitable funding for mandated state requirements should be required (no unfunded 

mandates), such as college-ready assessments like the PSAT, SAT and ACT; Chapter 41 
districts should be allowed to claim transportation allotments as a credit against recapture; 
and 

● Financial support is needed for additional counseling services, mental health programs and 
other school safety initiatives. 
 

 
Talking Points: 

● As a Chapter 41 school (a property wealthy district), Coppell ISD pays a certain amount 
of property tax dollars back to the state every year in what is known as recapture. This is 
what is also known to many as “Robin Hood.” While state legislators would like to us to 
believe “their” contribution to schools has increased, the reality is that the amount of 
recapture being collected has increased, giving the state the ability to “increase” their 
contributions to education. However, the actual state contribution outside of the money 
collected through recapture has decreased.  

● During the massive budget cuts to state finances following the last recession, education 
saw a historical drop in funding. While most state agencies have seen their funding 
restored or increased since then, the Texas education system has never returned to 
being fully funded. Because the State still does not fully fund our education system, the 
District is required to lean on our local taxpayers to help us fulfill the State’s 
responsibility. For Coppell ISD,  62 percent of the increase in 2018 tax collections due to 
rising property values is going back to the state in the form of recapture (Robin Hood) 
payments. 

● The state should fully restore funding to the public education system. At a minimum, 
the state should be able to fund education by keeping up with population plus inflation 
when allocating funds. 
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● Every child deserves access to an exemplary public education, and the state must fulfill 

its financial and constitutional obligation to make this a reality for all Texas 
schoolchildren. 

● The state should fund college-ready assessments like the PSAT, SAT and ACT, as is 
written in Texas Education Code §39.0261. 

● Every school district that transports students to and from school and extracurricular 
activities incurs costs to do so. These expenses include school buses, maintenance, fuel 
and staff. While Chapter 42 districts receive a formula-based transportation allotment in 
Tier I funding, Chapter 41 districts do not receive funds for their transportation 
allotment. These costs are real and necessary. 

● School Safety is at the forefront of everyone’s minds.  CISD believes that state financial 
support is necessary for additional counseling services, mental health programs and 
other school safety initiatives. 

 
Local Accountability and Control: 
We support legislation that allows local accountability and control, and gives our locally elected 
school boards the flexibility to govern their school districts. 
 
Coppell ISD believes: 
 

● School districts should be allowed to modify taxes within a voter approved tax range 
without calling for a local election, as cities and counties do; 

● School districts should have the flexibility to determine how to best use budget dollars 
for its needs; and School districts should have the flexibility to develop comprehensive, 
community-based accountability systems. 
 
 

Talking Points: 
● Rollback Tax 

Current law requires a school district to hold an election for the approval of the district's 
adoption of a tax rate that exceeds the district's rollback tax rate. This requirement must 
be met even when a school district is attempting to increase the tax rate to a rate that is 
lower than a rate previously approved by the voters and also when a district is 
attempting to reduce the tax rate to a rate that is still above the rollback tax rate. Due to 
the expense of conducting an election, this requirement creates an unnecessary 
financial burden on school districts and that the requirement reduces local control over 
the tax rate. Moreover, additional concerns have been raised that the requirement may 
provide a disincentive to reducing local tax rates. 
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• Coppell ISD supports  flexibility in how the district uses its state funding, as the district 

believes it can best determine how to use its dollars to meet the needs of its local 
schools and community. 

 
● Coppell ISD believes school districts should have the flexibility to determine how to best 

use budget dollars for its needs. 
 

● Coppell ISD also supports a comprehensive, community-based accountability system. 
 
 
Redefined Assessment: 
We support a redefined assessment process, with multiple tools, that provides useful diagnostic 
data to gauge teaching and student learning. 
 
Coppell ISD believes: 

● Meaningful local assessments are what our community values in assessing our students, 
parents, and teachers;  

● High-stakes, multiple choice tests should not be the primary measure of student 
achievement, educator effectiveness, or school and district performance; and  

● Our community should have a role in defining the measures that they deem important 
in assessing college and career readiness, and lifelong personal and professional success 
for our students. 

  
Talking Points: 

● Two of Coppell ISD’s Core Values are great teaching and redefining success. We value 
great teaching, because we believe it is key to deep learning; and we value each 
individual’s contribution, because success can be different for everyone. 

● Therefore, we support the use of multiple measures of assessment, as opposed to the 
heavy time and emphasis placed on high-stakes testing in Texas public schools. 

● While CISD does not “teach to the test,” there is still an emphasis placed on the state 
examination because of state standards and accountability. CISD believes in students 
truly learning subject content instead memorizing potential testing material without a 
true understanding.  

● CISD supports a redefined assessment process with multiple tools that provide useful 
diagnostic data to gauge teaching and student learning.   
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● We support the use of assessments such as the Norm Reference Tests (NRTs) and other 
assessment tools that provide useful diagnostic data to gauge student learning, instead 
of high-stakes tests such as STAAR. The district also opposes the use of state 
standardized test scores as the primary measure of student achievement, educator 
effectiveness, or school performance. Nationally Norm Reference Tests provide useful 
diagnostic data on a student’s learning whereas the states standardized test do not. 

● Our community should have a role in defining the measures that they deem important 
in assessing college and career readiness, and lifelong personal and professional success 
for our students.  
 

 


